[Pathophysiology of ulcer disease].
The pathogenesis of ulcer disease is complex. The present outline focuses on four main aspects: 1) The mechanisms governing acid production and the role of acid in ulcer disease. 2) The mechanisms regulating mucosal resistance to injury. 3) The association of ulcer disease with antral gastritis and Helicobacter pylori infection. 4) Ulcer disease and non-steroidal antiinflammatory drugs (NSAIDs). The complex mechanisms underlying maintenance of mucosal integrity in the normal state and in ulcer disease are discussed. Acid/peptic activity as permissive factors are related to impaired mucosal resistance due to Helicobacter infection or NSAID intake.